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Executive summary:
This study aims at identifying the most important obstacles that wives of detainees and missing persons 
may face in economic empowerment within the local communities in which they are located.
For the purpose of this study, (64) wives of detainees and missing persons were interviewed; as a field-
based surveys, specially designed for this purpose, were adopted with the aim of revealing the social, 
economic and psychological/personal obstacles facing the wives of the detainees or the missing per-
sons in rehabilitation and finding a job (economic empowerment).
Accordingly, the study reached a number of results, which were connected with the social, economic 
and psychological factors that constituted an obstacle to the involvement of the wives of detainees 
and missing persons in the local labour market, starting with the value system, customs, norms and 
behaviours prevailing in the local communities that originally view women working outside the home 
suspiciously, especially those whose husbands were detained.
Therefore, it is not possible to talk about the relationship of the local community with the wives of the 
detainees and the missing persons in isolation from all the value system (customs and traditions) pre-
vailing in such communities in which the women who were interviewed for the purpose of the study are 
present with regard to economic empowerment. Moreover,  the results of the surveys were discussed; 
as results-based proposals were made that might help empower the wives of detainees and missing 
persons.



The first chapter

The study methodological framework
First – The research problem and queries

There is a consensus by researchers, whatever their social and humanitarian spe-
cializations are on the negative effects left by wars and internal military conflicts in 
society, especially on marginalized and vulnerable social groups, including women. 
Of course, the Syrian war is no exception, especially since a war broke out there 
following the outbreak of the Syrian revolution in 2011, for which vandalism, destruc-
tion, killing, forcibly displacement and deportation people are prominent features.

Despite this is a serious phenomenon and is associated with Syrians, and despite 
the Syrian women are the ones who are suffering greatly from the armed conflicts, 
the Syrian women in general and the wives of the detainees and the missing persons 
in particular remained far from the fields of study and academic diagnosis, being the 
most vulnerable group and the one most affected by the social changes that occur in 
any society, especially in times of war. In fact, women whose husbands were either 
arrested or forcibly disappeared, are forced to play the roles of a mother and a father 
at the same time, especially with regard to securing the necessary living conditions 
for family members, including children, especially when such women do not work not 
qualified neither; therefore, such group of people needs educational and social qual-
ifying and training courses for rehabilitation in order to be economically empowered.
Based on the foregoing, the study problem was determined by answering the follow-
ing questions:

1- What is the economic situation for the wives of detainees and missing persons in 
northern Syria?
2- What are the obstacles facing the economic empowerment of women (the wives 
of the detainees and the missing persons) in northern Syria?
3- What are the necessary proposals for the economic empowerment of women in 
northern Syria?



Second - The importance of research
The importance of the study in general stems from the importance of its main 
topic that addresses an issue that has become clear to the Syrian society 
with all its bodies and organizations. Moreover, it the study’s topic is import-
ant due to the seriousness of the situation experienced by normal women 
(the wives of a detainees or missing persons) during wartime in its various 
forms or social and living forms.
The study’s importance also urges that it is significant to work on shedding 
light on the danger of war on women, and its negative repercussions on all 
aspects of their lives: (social, educational, economic, health, and psycho-
logical).
Highlighting the effects of armed conflicts on women contributes greatly to 
the development of mechanisms to qualify them in terms of their involve-
ment in the labour market. This also helps to enable women to responsible 
persons, and thus they will protect themselves, their children and their fam-
ilies and avoid further marginalization, falling into poverty, and sliding into 
criminality.

Third - Research objectives
For achieving its purpose in an accurate scientific manner, any study should define a 
set of objectives; therefore, the objectives of the study comes according to the follow-
ing points:
1.  Show the social and personal obstacles and reasons that play the role, as an inde-
pendent variable in economic disempowerment.
2. Identifying the requirements of Syrian women (wives of detainees and missing per-
sons) in order to qualify and obtain a job opportunity, i.e., the economic empowerment.



Fourth - The field research methodology

Study methodology
The study uses both qualitative and quantitative research methods, through the 
design of an electronic questionnaire that includes quantitative and qualitative 
questions directed to 64 women.
The study uses both qualitative and quantitative research methods, through 
an e-questionnaire that includes quantitative and qualitative questions. Such 
a method in surveying is adopted in this study as it contributes to reaching a 
sample of Syrian women (wives of detainees and missing persons in various 
regions in northern Syria), and accordingly, 64 women were reached.

Fields of study
a- The geographical zone: It is determined by the areas that have been out of 
the control of the regime in northern Syria.
b-  The target population: the Syrian woman (the wives of the detainee or the 
missing persons) from the various segments in the geographical zone covered 
by the study.
c- The time frame: It is defined as the period between October and November 
2022.



Fifth - Research concepts

A-  The concept of empowerment: Empowerment is defined as “providing 
individuals with tools, knowledge, skills, creating motivations and a sense of 
confidence, which are vital factors to enable people to make judgments and 
make decisions based on the available skills and capabilities. 1 “

B- Women’s empowerment can be defined to promoting women’s sense of 
self-worth, their ability to determine their own choices, and their right to in-
fluence social change for themselves and others, especially men2 .

C- Women’s economic empowerment (WEE): Can be defined as “adopting 
all possible policies and taking all necessary measures to eradicate pover-
ty, remove its causes, and mitigate its effects on society as a whole and on 
women in particular, within the framework of integrated development that 
takes the principle of self-reliance whenever possible. 3 ”

D- Procedural definition: By economically empowering women (the wife of a 
detainee or a missing person) we mean the following:
1- Women’s ability to be self-reliant.
2- Providing women with the skills and knowledge needed to compete equi-
tably in markets through training courses.
3- Providing job opportunities for women that generate a stable income.
Procedurally - Economic Empowerment: Supporting women to develop their 
knowledge and skills, so that their self-confidence increases and they are 
able to access decent job opportunities that achieve financial stability and 
have greater control over their resources and choices in life.

1- Abbott , J. Sharing the city London. Londonm , Earth com. Publication LTDµ.2000.
2 - Ahmed Abdel-Fattah Nagy, Empowering Marginalized Groups from the Perspective of Social Service, Foundations and Princi-
ples - Methods and Directions, Alexandria, Al-Hadiq University Office, 2014.
3- Shaimaa Moawad Abdel Samie, The Role of NGOs in the Economic Empowerment of Women, Journal of the College of Social 
Work for Social Studies and Research, Fayoum University, Issue thirteen.
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 ( 1الجدول رقم 
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The second chapter

the field study
First: Characteristics of the study sample

A - Wives of detainees or missing persons

The study sample targeted wives of missing persons at a rate of 61% com
pared to 39% in the category of wives of detainees. This is an indication that 
the security intelligence of the Syrian regime conceals information about the 
wives and families of the detainees and about their personal status, whether 
they are alive or not. In fact, this is what causes uncertainty in terms of social 
status; as the detainees and missing persons’ wives do not know if they are 
still married or have become widows; therefore, these wives need to know if 
they have the right to remarry. Inheritance as well, is another problem faces 
these wives in addition to the rest of the legal problems that they may face. 
(See Table No. 1)

Figure No. (1) The percentage of wives of 
detainees and missing persons

Are you a detainee or a missing 
person’s wife?

Missing personDetainee 
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B- The number of children

It was found from the interviews that most of the wives of the missing and de-
tained persons have children with a percentage of 59%, ranging from a child 
to 3 ones. Wives who have between 4 to 6 children come next by 31%, then 
5% who have more than 7 children, and 5% who also have no children at all. 
This result is an indication of the need to pay more attention to the families of 
the wives of missing persons and detainees and to qualify them to continue 
proper family care for their children in the future (see Table 2).

Figure No. (2) The percentage of children of wives
 of detainees and missing persons
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C- Age groups

Field data showed that the study sample was concentrated in the age group (18-37) 
by 53%, the age group (38-58) by 39%, and the age group (59 and over) by 8%. This 
indicates that most of the wives of detainees and the missing persons are young; 
therefore, the cognitive and social capabilities are available for training and work, 
and this means that the need to focus on rehabilitating them and transferring them 
to be active social groups in society. (See Figure 3).

Figure No. 3 The age groups of wives of detainees and missing persons

D – Being independent or live with family members
The results of the interviews showed that most of the study sample of the wives of 
missing persons and detainees reside with their children by 50%, with their families 
by 26.6%, and with the husband’s family by 20.3%, compared to 1.6% those who 
live alone and the same percentage for those who live with siblings. As a result, this 
is an indication of the commitment of the wives of the missing and detained persons 
to their families and their children, according to the prevailing value system in the 
local community, as well as the financial inability to have independent housing (see 
Figure 4)

Figure No. 4 Shows with whom wives of detainees and missing persons live. 8 
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E- Type of residence

Through the interviews, it was found that half of the sample, 50%, live in 
rented housing, compared to 19%, who live in shared housing, and 30% in 
owned homes. This demonstrates the extent of the financial need of these 
families. This means that it is critical for this group of people to be rehabili-
tated in order to enable them find jobs, which, in turn, fills the financial need 
to pay house rents (see Figure 5). 

Figure 5 Type of residence

F- Standards of living

The results of the interviews showed that 64% of the sample had a low stan-
dard of living, followed by 34% with a medium level and 2% with a high stan-
dard of living from the point of view of the wives of the missing and detained 
persons. Results as such confirm the content of the Syrian and international 
research reports that say that more than 85% of the Syrians are below the 
poverty line. Ultimately, this indicates the importance of training and job cre-
ation for this social group (see Table 6).

Figure No. 6 Standards of living for the wives of detainees and missing persons
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 الزوج وذقدانجيثر اعتقال اجتماعية ونفسية  مشك ت -ثانيًا

 :مشك ت م  المحيء الجتماع -أ

تعددت المشدددددددددك ت ال   واجهد توجات المعتقلين والمفقودي  بعد اعتقال وذقدان أتواجه ، و مك  تصدددددددددنيفها 
 تي: ال

 .تدخل أهل الزوج    الحياة اليومية للزوجة وأولدها -1
 ضفوط أهل الزوج ذيما يتعلا  الميراث  اتجاى الحرمان. -2
 ذرص عمل.اد ييج عوبة  -3
 نظرة المحيء الجتماع  السلبية أثناء الخروج م  المنزل. -4
 والأب(. )الأموتأمين احتياجات الأطفال والقيام  دور مركب  عوبات تتعلا  تر ية  -5
 تدخل الهل    تواج البنات. -6

الديون الكبيرة علك توج  اضدددددددددددددطررت لبي  محتو ات البيد م   )نتيجة المعتقلين:تقول يحدك توجات 
 ة العيز لأولدي(.مأثاث وأدوات كهربائية والتللل للآخر   لتأمين لق
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G- Educational level:
The field results regarding the educational level of the wives of detainees 
and missing persons showed that 30% of primary school, 20% high school 
and the same percentage for the institute and university graduates. There 
are also 17% of preparatory school compared to 7% who are literate (read-
ing and writing) and 3% of the respondents are post-graduates, in addition 
to 3% who are illiterate. Such results indicate the need to pay attention to 
education, as it was found that there is a high percentage for those who 
have low levels of education (see Figure 7).

Figure No. 7 The educational level 
of the wives of detainees and missing persons
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Second - Social and psychological problems 
following the arrest and loss of the husband.

A- Problems from the social environment:

There are many problems faced by the wives of detainees and missing persons 
after the arrest and loss of their husbands, and they can be classified as follows:

1- The husband’s family intervention in the daily life of the wife and her children.

2- Putting pressure by the husband’s family to deprive her of the inheritance.

3- Difficulties related to finding job opportunities.

4- The negative view of the social environment while women leaving the house.



5- Difficulties related to raising children and securing their needs, in addition to 
playing a combined role (as a mother and father).

6- Parents’ interference in girls’ marriage.
One of the detainees’ wives says: (As a result of my husband’s huge amount of 
debts, I had to sell the house furniture, including electrical appliances, and I need-
ed to grovel at the feet of others in order to secure a living for my children).

Some of these women were subjected to extortion in return for aid, at a rate of 81% 
of the sample, compared to 19% who were not exposed. Examples of the types 
and forms of extortion: insults and verbal abuses, bullying and harassment as well 
as hinting at sexual relations, or requesting marriage in exchange for childcare. 
However, some of these women said that the most dangerous request was for sex 
in exchange for providing them with work or in exchange for aid.

Moreover, there is false documentation of assistance that wives of detained or the 
missing persons did not receive from organizations specialized in providing aid 
and support.

Figure 8 The percentage of women who
have been subjected to extortion in daily life.
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، وم  % لم يتعرضددددد  19% م  أذراد العينة مقا ل 81مقا ل المسددددداعدات  نسدددددبة وقد تعرا بعضددددده  ل  تزات 
، كدددللدددك التحرل والتلميح لع قدددات التجر ح  دددالك م والتعدددامدددل  فوقيدددة وأشدددددددددددددكدددالدددج:الأمثلدددة علك أنواع ال تزات 

 الأطفال، والأخطر طلب ممارسة الجنس مقبل العمل والمساعدة.جنسية، أو الطلب للزواج مقا ل رعاية 

 .توجة المعتا والمفقود م  قبل المنظمات المختصة  المساعدةكللك توثيا مز   لمساعدات لم تحص عليها 

يدددددددددبددددددددديدددددددددن نسدددددددددددددددددددددبدددددددددة الدددددددددلدددددددددواتدددددددددي تدددددددددعدددددددددرضددددددددددددددددددددد  ل دددددددددتدددددددددزات  ددددددددد  الدددددددددحددددددددديددددددددداة الددددددددديدددددددددومددددددددديدددددددددة 8شدددددددددددددددددددددكدددددددددل رقدددددددددم           

                                                                                                                        
 

 بعد اعتقال الزوج وذقدانج التصرذات الشخصية اليومية-ب

% ،  67 المعتقلين والمفقودي     القلا م  المستقبل  نسبة اتالتصرذات اليومية الشخصية لدك توجتركزت 
والإحبدداط م  المحيء الجتمدداع  )  % تبدددل المزاج37يز  حددالت م  الكتتدداب، ونسدددددددددددددبددة ع% ال 54وبنسدددددددددددددبددة 
القوة حيج قالد نسددبة  ،  المقا ل وجدنا بعض جوانب%27الجتماع  والعزلة  نسددبة  ، والنسددحاب  الخر  (

 علك أنفسه     الحياة اليومية. اعتمدن  % 50
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B- Daily personal actions after the arrest and loss of the husband

The daily personal behaviours of the wives of detainees and missing persons cen-
tered on worrying about the future by 67%, by 54% they lived in states of depression, 
by 37% reported severe mood swings and feel frustrated by the social environment 
(relatives, friends, neighbours, etc.), and social withdrawal and isolated by 27%. We 
found some strengths as 50% said they were self-reliant in everyday life.

Figure No 9 Daily behaviours of detained & missing persons’ wives.

A - Work and its nature for the wives of detainees and missing persons
Interviews with the study sample showed that 28% of them work, compared to 72% 
who do not work. As for the nature of work, it was volunteering in psychological sup-
port organizations, teachers in schools, sewing clothes, home marketing, saleswoman 
in shops, and farm work.
As for the reasons for not working, as a high rate of 72%, it is the lack of job oppor-
tunities, in addition to the presence of children in the home, the parents’ refusal of 
women’s work, the lack of skills to work in specific professions, low wages, and others 
because they got older.

Figure No. 10 The percentage of wives of detainees & missing persons who work 
with a fixed income.
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 سلوكية اليومية لزوجات المعتقلين والمفقودي يبين التصرذات ال 9شكل رقم 

 
 العمل وطبيعتج لدك توجات المعتقلين والمفقودي   -ب

تعمل، وأما طبيعة العمال ااند % ل 72% م تعمل مقا ل 28نسدددددددددددددبة  الدراسدددددددددددددة، يند المقا  ت م  عينة       
، تسدددددددددددددو ا منزم ،  دددائعدددة    مح ت م بس ، معلمدددات  دددالمددددارل، خيددداطدددةالتطوع    منظمدددات للددددعم النف دددددددددددددو 

 تجار ة، أعمال تراعية.

% ه  عدم وجود ذرص عمل، وجود أطفال    المنزل، 72أما أسدددددددددددددباب عدم القيام  العمل وبالنسدددددددددددددبة العالية 
 ، وكللك الك ر  العمر.الأهل لعمل المرأة، عدم توذر مهارات للعمل    مه  محددة، الأجور المتدنية رذض

 يبين نسبة م  يعمل   دخل محدد م  توجات المعتقلين والمفقودي  10شكل رقم 
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ليدو ة، ااند تتعلا  الخياطة والشددددددددددفال ا% 50أما طبيعة الدورات التدر بية ال   تم السددددددددددتفادة منها  نسددددددددددبة 

  ناعة الصا ون والمنظفات ، اواذيرة،  يانة حاسوب ، يع مية.، اسعاذات أولية وتمر ض، تصميم ألبسة

 يبين نسبة المستفيدات م  الدورات التدر بية  11شكل رقم 
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As for the nature of the training courses that were benefited by the wives of detainees 
and missing persons by 50%, they were related to sewing and handicrafts, clothing 
design, first aid and nursing, soap and detergent manufacturing, hairdressing, com-
puter maintenance, and media.

Figure No. 11 The percentage of female beneficiaries from training courses
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%، وعدم تقبل 67    ددعوبة تربية الأطفال  نسددبة  عينة الدراسددة  خصددوص المعوقات الأسددر ةتركزت يجا ات 
وكللك نفس النسددبة قالد بعدم  %16%، ومشددك ت عائلية م  أهل الزوج  نسددبة 34المرأة  نسددبة الأهل لعمل 

 وجود معوقات.

يدددددبددددديدددددن المدددددعدددددوقددددددات السدددددددددددددددددر ددددددة الددددد ددددد  تدددددواجددددددج توجددددددات المدددددعدددددتدددددقدددددلددددديدددددن والمدددددفدددددقدددددوديددددد  13شدددددددددددددددددكددددددل رقدددددم 

 
 القتصادية والمهنيةالمعوقات -ت

بعدم توذر ذرص عمل  مكان الإقامة  نسدددددددددددددبة تركزت الإجا ات ذيما يتعلا  المعوقات القتصدددددددددددددادية والمهنية 
ة  قدرات ومهارات المرأة %، وقلة الثق37وعدم توذر ذرص عمل تناسددب الختصددا ددات المتوذرة  نسددبة %، 48

%، وعدم المسددددددددددددداواة  الأجور 20، واختيار المرأة لأعمال محددة مثل التمر ض والتعليم  نسدددددددددددددبة %33 نسدددددددددددددبة 
 % قالد ل توجد معوقات.11% ، ونسبة 12 نسبة 
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Second - Obstacles to economic empowerment

a- Social obstacles
The results of the interviews showed regarding the social obstacles facing the wives 
of detainees and missing persons, where the customs and traditions that stipulate 
the unwillingness of women to work outside the home by 56%, the lack of interest by  
specialized organizations and the local community in providing work opportunities for 
the wives of detainees and missing persons by 41%, 30% view suspiciously and have 
negative views about women’s work, 17% concern about exploitation and extortion, 
and 11% said that there are no obstacles.

Figure No. 12 The social obstacles 
facing the wives of detainees and missing persons.

b - Family obstacles

The answers of the study sample regarding family constraints focused on the difficulty 
of raising children by 67%, the parents’ lack of acceptance of women’s work by 34%, 
and family problems with the husband’s parents by 22%, in addition to 17% who said 
that there are no obstacles.

Figure No. 13 The family obstacles 
faced by the wives of detainees and missing persons
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 معوقات التمكين القتصادي-ثانيًا

 المعوقات الجتماعية-أ

 ااند العادات المعوقات الجتماعية ال   تواجج توجات المعتقلين والمفقودي  يخص المقا  ت ذيما يند نتائل  
 ، وعدم اهتمام المنظمات المختصدددددددة%56والتقاليد ال   تنص علك عدم الرغبة بعمل المرأة خارج المنزل  نسدددددددبة 
 رة نظ% ال30نسدددددددددددددبددة % ، و 41 نسدددددددددددددبددة  والمجتم  المحل   تددأمين ذر دددددددددددددددة العمددل لزوجددات المعتقلين والمفقودي 

لعمل النسددددددددددداء م  موا ددددددددددد ت % عدم توذر الخدمات ال تمة 37ونسدددددددددددبة  ية لعمل المرأة، الشدددددددددددكوكية والسدددددددددددلب
% أج ن بعدم وجود 11%، ونسددددبة 17 نسددددبة روضددددات الأطفال، والخوف م  السددددتف ل وال تزات وم سددددسددددات 

 معوقات.

 والمفقودي تماعية ال   تواجج توجات المعتقلين يبين المعوقات الج 12شكل رقم 
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 ال   تواجج توجات المعتقلين والمفقودي  عوقات  المهنية والقتصاديةيبين الم 14شكل رقم 

 
 المعوقات الشخصية-ث

% 32حدودية الم ه ت والخ رات ونسددددددددددددبة %  م36 النسددددددددددددبة للمعوقات الشددددددددددددخصددددددددددددية، ذقد جاءت نسددددددددددددبة  أما
% اكدت علك عدم القدرة علك التوذيا  ين مسدد وليات السددر ة والعمل 34ونسددبة  الوظيفية، ضددع  المهارات 

نفس النسدددددبة قالد بعدم  علك العمل و% عدم الثقة  القدرات 19السدددددبب غياب الزوج ، ونسدددددبة ونسدددددبة قالد 
 وجود معوقات شخصية.

 يبين المعوقات الشخصية ال   تواجج توجات المعتقلين والمفقودي 15شكل
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 استنتاجات:

نتائل المقا  ت زوجات المعتقلين والمفقودي  م  عينة البحج ،  يند  الخصدددائص الديمفراذية ل    ما يتعلا-1
معظم توجددات أن تبين  ، و%    ذتددة توجددات المعتقلين39% مقددا ددل 61 نسدددددددددددددبددة  جدداءت  توجددات المفقودي  أن 

( أولد  6-4% لديهم ) 34( أولد تلتها نسدددددددددددددبة 3-1% لديهم ما  ين ) 59المفقودي  والمعتقلين لديهم أ ناء  نسدددددددددددددبة 
دانية أن ظهرت المعطيات الميوكللك أ % ل يوجد أولد لديه ،3أولد و نسدددددددددددددبة  7% لديهم ما ذو  5ونسدددددددددددددبة 

%، 39(   نسبة  58-38% و   الفتة العمر ة ) 53(  نسبة  37-18أذراد عينة الدراسة تركزت    الفتة العمر ة )
 يند نتائل المقا  ت أن معظم عينة  طبيعة السددك  وبالنسددبة ل %،8وما ذو  (  نسددبة  59و   الفتة العمر ة ) 

% وكللك م  26% و م  العائلة  نسبة 50الدراسة م  توجات المفقودي  والمعتقلين يقيمون م  الأولد  نسبة 
تبين م  خ ل المقا  ت أن نصدد  العينة و  لوحها وكللك م  الأخ، 1.6% ، مقبل نسددبة 20عائلة الزوج  نسددبة 

 .%    مناتل ملك30% تقيم    مسددددددددددددداك  مشدددددددددددددتركة ونسدددددددددددددبة  19مقا ل نسدددددددددددددبة  % تقيم    مسددددددددددددداك   الإجار50
% م  العينة مسددتوك معيشددتهم منخفض تلتها نسددبة  64يند نتائل المقب ت ان ،  لمسددتوك المعيشددةوبالنسددبة ل

 %  مستوك معينو  مرتف  م  وجهة نظر توجات المفقودي  والمعتقلين2%  مستوك متوسء و34

لزوجات المعتقلين  لمسدددددددددددددتوك التعلي  ذيما يتعلا  اأظهرت النتائل الميدانية ، ك التعلي  المسدددددددددددددتو أما ما يتعلا  
% ثانو ة و ات النسددبة 20تلتها نسددبة   ةك% حا ددلين علك التعليم الأسددا ددو  ة حلقة أوم30والمفقودي  أن نسددبة 
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c - Economic and professional obstacles

The respondents focused on economic and professional constraints, with regard to 
the lack of job opportunities in the place of residence by 48%, the lack of job op-
portunities suitable for the available specializations by 37%, the lack of confidence 
in women’s abilities and skills by 33%, choosing specific jobs for women such as 
nursing, teaching and sewing by 20%,  wage inequality by 12%, and 11% reported 
that there are no obstacles.

Figure No. 14 The professional and economic
 obstacles facing the wives of detainees and missing persons.

d - Personal obstacles
As for personal constraints, 36% said they had limited qualifications and experi-
ence, 32% said they had poor job skills, 34% emphasized the inability to reconcile 
family and work responsibilities, 27% said the reason was the husband’s absence, 
19% said they lack confidence in their abilities to work, and 19% said they were 
unable to work, as 11% said that there are no personal obstacles.

Figure 15 The personal obstacles faced by the wives of detainees and missing persons.
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Findings:
1- With regard to the demographic characteristics of the wives of detainees and missing per-
sons from the research sample, the results of the interviews showed that the wives of the 
missing persons came at a rate of 61% compared to 39% in the category of wives of detain-
ees. It was also found that most of the wives of the missing persons and detainees have chil-
dren, with a rate of 59% who have between (1 -3) Children, followed by 31% who have (4-6) 
children, 5% who have more than 7 children, and 5% who do not have children at all. The field 
data also showed that the study sample was concentrated in the age group (18-37) by 53%, 
the age group (38-58) by 39%, and the age group (59 and above) by 8%. As for the matter of 
with whom wives of detainees and missing persons live, the results of the interviews showed 
that most of the study sample live with children by 50% and with the family by 26.6%, with the 
husband’s family by 20.3%, compared to 1.6% who live alone, and the same percentage for 
others residing with a brother. Through interviews, it was found that half of the sample, 50%, 
resides in rental housing, compared to 19%, who resides in shared housing, and a percentage 
of 30% in owned ones. As for the standards of living, the results of the interviews showed that 
64% of the sample had lower standards of living, followed by 34% with a medium level and 2% 
with a high standards of living as viewed by the wives of the missing and detainees.
As for the educational level, the field results regarding the educational level of the wives of 
detainees and missing persons showed that 30% of primary school, 20% high school and the 
same percentage for the institute and university graduates. There are also 17% of preparatory 
school compared to 7% who are literate (reading and writing) and 3% of the respondents are 
post-graduates, in addition to 3% who are illiterate. 

2- Regarding the problems they faced after the husband’s arrest and others lost their husbands, 
there are many, notably; the husband’s family intervention in the daily life of the wife and her 
children. Putting pressure by the husband’s family to deprive her of the inheritance. Difficulties 
related to finding job opportunities. The negative view of the social environment while women 
leaving the house. Difficulties related to raising children and securing their needs, in addition 
to playing a combined role (as a mother and father). Parents’ interference in girls’ marriage.
One of the detainees’ wives says: (As a result of my husband’s huge amount of debts, I had 
to sell the house furniture, including electrical appliances, and I needed to grovel at the feet of 
others in order to secure a living for my children).
Some of these women were subjected to extortion in return for aid, at a rate of 81% of the 
sample, compared to 19% who were not exposed. Examples of the types and forms of extor-
tion: insults and verbal abuses, bullying and harassment as well as hinting at sexual relations, 
or requesting marriage in exchange for childcare. However, some of these women said that 
the most dangerous request was for sex in exchange for providing them with work or in ex-
change for aid.

3-The daily personal behaviours of the wives of detainees and missing persons centered on 
worrying about the future by 67%, by 54% they lived in states of depression, by 37% reported 
severe mood swings and feel frustrated by the social environment (relatives, friends, neigh-
bours, etc.), and social withdrawal and isolated by 27%. We found some strengths as 50% 
said they were self-reliant in everyday life.



4-   As for work and its nature for the wives of detainees and missing persons, 
interviews with the study sample showed that 28% of them work, compared to 
72% who do not work. As for the nature of work, it was volunteering in psycholog-
ical support organizations, teachers in schools, sewing clothes, home marketing, 
saleswoman in shops, and farm work.
As for the reasons for not working, as a high rate of 72%, it is the lack of job op-
portunities, in addition to the presence of children in the home, the parents’ refusal 
of women’s work, the lack of skills to work in specific professions, low wages, and 
others because they got older.
As for the nature of the training courses that were benefited by the wives of de-
tainees and missing persons by 50%, they were related to sewing and handicrafts, 
clothing design, first aid and nursing, soap and detergent manufacturing, hair-
dressing, computer maintenance, and media.

5- The results of the interviews showed regarding the social obstacles facing the 
wives of detainees and missing persons, where the customs and traditions that 
stipulate the unwillingness of women to work outside the home by 56%, the lack 
of interest by  specialized organizations and the local community in providing work 
opportunities for the wives of detainees and missing persons by 41%, 30% view 
suspiciously and have negative views about women’s work, 17% concern about 
exploitation and extortion, and 11% said that there are no obstacles.

6- As for the family obstacles, answers of the study sample regarding family con-
straints focused on the difficulty of raising children by 67%, the parents’ lack of 
acceptance of women’s work by 34%, and family problems with the husband’s 
parents by 22%, in addition to 17% who said that there are no obstacles.

7- As for economic and professional obstacles, the respondents focused on eco-
nomic and professional constraints, with regard to the lack of job opportunities in 
the place of residence by 48%, the lack of job opportunities suitable for the avail-
able specializations by 37%, the lack of confidence in women’s abilities and skills 
by 33%, choosing specific jobs for women such as nursing, teaching and sewing 
by 20%,  wage inequality by 12%, and 11% reported that there are no obstacles.

8- As for personal constraints, 36% said they had limited qualifications and experi-
ence, 32% said they had poor job skills, 34% emphasized the inability to reconcile 
family and work responsibilities, 27% said the reason was the husband’s absence, 
19% said they lack confidence in their abilities to work, and 19% said they were 
unable to work, as 11% said that there are no personal obstacles.



Taking into account the results of the study, it was found that women who lose their husbands (ei-
ther being arrested or forcibly disappeared) are exposed to great psychological pressure, because 
they assume new roles that are added to their usual ones, such as working inside and outside the 
home.
In fact, the new reality prevents these women from achieving a balance between the requirements 
of the complex social role in terms of their role as mothers, housemakers, or wives, and the roles 
they play  outside the home as workers or employees. As such, the psychological burden placed 
on these women increases. However, we notice that some of them are able to face such hardships 
and consequently succeed in overcoming them. This, of course, encourages them to reintegrate 
into the local community, while others, who fail to perform these roles, and as a result such a failure 
would probably pushes them to fail in performing their own original role adequately, which, in turn, 
causes some social problems with their immediate social surroundings.
Against the backdrop of such data, the family’s living standards in general, and women in par-
ticular, suffered a certain weakness as a result of arresting or missing their husbands, the most 
prominent manifestation of which was the increase in the percentage of women breadwinners in 
order to cover the deficit in the family income. Moreover, the cases of women’s poverty increased 
to unprecedented rates, with the increasing number of detained or missing husbands in the local 
community. Many of these women have become unemployed or homeless at times due to the 
conditions of detention and the loss of husbands, which had clear and significant effects on the 
economic situation of women in general, and their rights and development status in particular.

Indicators of (women’s empowerment) have declined with the increase in rates of (poverty, margin-
alization, disease, and unemployment) among women, who represent 49% of the total population 
in Syria. This decline included all Syrian women, especially the wives of detainees and missing 
persons. As such, the emergence of new phenomena, such as (families headed by women, the 
effect of poverty, the increase in women’s unemployment).
In view of the heavy legacy generated by the loss of husbands, sufficient facilities should be 
provided for the women who lost their husbands so that these women can achieve their goals of 
providing for the family without being caught in a poverty trap and for some of them not to be forced 
to work in marginal jobs.
The study also showed that the communities in which the women of the targeted sample reside 
are male-dominated societies in which it is difficult to accept that a woman takes her own decision 
without the intervention of a man (father, father-in-law, brother-in-law, etc.) in her life because in 
most cases she is forced to stay at home to take care of children even if she supports her family. 
Such a woman must have a male reference from her family. Accordingly, she cannot take any 
decisions without referring to that reference. This requires civil society organizations to design 
flexible social educational programs that suit each community in order to raise awareness of the 
importance of women’s participation in work outside the home and its necessity for livelihood. This 
also requires a gradual reduction of male social powers, especially with regard to the need for 
women to enter the labor market. There are also gender-related obstacles that are manifested in 
men’s underestimation of women’s ability to work outside the home, and the lack of appreciation of 

About the 
Findings: 



working women’s efforts by the surrounding community.

The above-mentioned is to be added to the fear of some wom-
en (wives of detainees and missing persons) of the husband’s 
reluctance after returning to women joining the field of work and 
considering the husband as the decision-maker in women’s work.

Recommendations: 
1- Training in electronic and contemporary tech-
nological professions such as computer-based 
ones that can be performed at home.

2- Providing necessary services for working 
women, such as kindergartens and transporta-
tion.

3- Punishment of blackmailers and exploiters of 
working women.

4- Allocating a percentage of jobs and busi-
nesses for the wives of detainees and missing 
persons.

5-Designing educational programs for the fam-
ilies of wives of detainees and missing per-
sons to raise awareness of the importance of 
enabling women (wives of detainees and miss-
ing persons) to engage in  labour markets so 
that they become active members of the Syrian 
community.



Annexes

Survey no. ………………..

Social and personal obstacles facing the wives of detainees 
and missing persons in economic empowerment:

A field study on a sample of wives of detainees and missing persons.

Questions

First - General information:

1 
 

 
 

1.  Age 1- (18-37) 
2- (38-58) 
3- (59 and above) 

 

2.  Current place of residence, city/village   
3.  Original place of residence   
4.  Are you….. 1-detained person’s wife? 

2-disappeared person’s wife? 
 

5.  The number of children, if any   
6.  With whom do you live now 1- With children only 

2- With the husband's family 
3-With my family 
4- Others: 

 

7.  Education level (which you have completed) 1- Illiterate 
2- literate 
1- Primary  
2- Preparatory  
3 Secondary 
4- University - institute 
graduates 
5- Post graduates 

 

8.  The standards of living of the family in your 
opinion  

1 - Low 
2 - Average 
3 - High 

 

9.  With whom do you live?   
 

 
Second - Social conditions: 

10.  What social problems did you face after 
your husband was arrested or 
disappeared? 

  

11.  What problems did you face raising your 
children after your husband was arrested or 
forcibly disappeared? 

  

12.  What are the living difficulties you faced as 
a result of your husband's arrest or forcibly 
disappearance? 

  

13.  Most of the people or organizations 
supported you after your husband was 
arrested or disappeared in order to provide 
you and your children with abetter 
conditions? 

  

14.  Have you been exposed to any kind of 
extortion by people or organizations in 
order to receive assistance for you and your 
children? 

  

15.  If yes, describe this extortion:   
 

 



Second - Social conditions:

Third - Personal aspects:
1 

 

 
 

1.  Age 1- (18-37) 
2- (38-58) 
3- (59 and above) 

 

2.  Current place of residence, city/village   
3.  Original place of residence   
4.  Are you….. 1-detained person’s wife? 

2-disappeared person’s wife? 
 

5.  The number of children, if any   
6.  With whom do you live now 1- With children only 

2- With the husband's family 
3-With my family 
4- Others: 

 

7.  Education level (which you have completed) 1- Illiterate 
2- literate 
1- Primary  
2- Preparatory  
3 Secondary 
4- University - institute 
graduates 
5- Post graduates 

 

8.  The standards of living of the family in your 
opinion  

1 - Low 
2 - Average 
3 - High 

 

9.  With whom do you live?   
 

 
Second - Social conditions: 

10.  What social problems did you face after 
your husband was arrested or 
disappeared? 

  

11.  What problems did you face raising your 
children after your husband was arrested or 
forcibly disappeared? 

  

12.  What are the living difficulties you faced as 
a result of your husband's arrest or forcibly 
disappearance? 

  

13.  Most of the people or organizations 
supported you after your husband was 
arrested or disappeared in order to provide 
you and your children with abetter 
conditions? 

  

14.  Have you been exposed to any kind of 
extortion by people or organizations in 
order to receive assistance for you and your 
children? 

  

15.  If yes, describe this extortion:   
 

 

2 
 

Third - Personal aspects: 

16.  How would you describe your daily 
personal behaviour after your 
husband was arrested or forcibly 
disappeared? (more than one 
answer) 

  

Social withdrawal   
Worry about the future   
Dare to express opinions   
Self-reliance   
Change in mood   
Feeling of sympathy towards others   
Frustrated by others   
Cases of depression   
Others:   

17.  Does this situation prevent you from 
finding a job or training for a specific 
profession? 

1-Yes.  
2-No. 

18.  In both cases, please describe to the 
researcher: Please explain in detail 

  

 
 
 

- About wo obstacles 

19.  Do you work with a fixed income? 1-Yes. 
2-No. 

 

20.  Who do you work for, what is the nature 
of your work? 

  

21.  Why do not you work? Give reasons!   
22.  Have you benefited from previous 

training courses? 
1-Yes. 
2-No. 

 

23.  If yes, what is the nature of these 
training courses? 

  

24.  What are the social obstacles that 
prevent you from working as the wife 
of a detainee or missing person)? (You 
can choose more than one answer) 

1- Rejection from the employer, thinking 
that you might cause him some problems 
as the wife of a detained or missing 
person. 
2- Some customs and traditions that state 
that women are not obligated to work. 
3- Gender discrimination in favor of 
males. 
4- The local society's view of working 
women with negative suspicions, 
especially towards the wives of detained 
or missing husband. 
5- The lack of social services provided to 
working women (lack of nurseries for 
children), as an example. 

 



Fourth - About work obstacles
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children), as an example. 
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6- Lack of interest in the community and 
specialized organizations in conducting 
the necessary training to some works. 
7- Fear of exploitation and extortion in all 
its forms by employers and middlemen. 
8- There are no obstacles 
9- Others: 

25.  What are the family obstacles that 
prevent you from working as the wife 
of a detained or missing person 
(multiple answers)? 

1-The family's refusal to accept the wife's 
work. 
2-Difficulties in raising children. 
3-Family problems (with the family of the 
detained or missing husband). 
4-Fear that the husband will not accept 
her work if he returns back home. 
5-There are no obstacles 
6-Others: 

 

26.  What are the economic obstacles that 
prevent you from working as the wife 
of a detained or missing person 
(multiple answers)? 

1- Wages inequality (between men and 
women). 
2- Choosing women for specific jobs 
(teaching, nursing). 
3- Lack of confidence in the abilities and 
skills of women. 
4- The lack of a job opportunity 
commensurate with my scientific 
specialization and job skills. 
5- The lack of job opportunities in the 
current place of residence. 
6- There are no obstacles 
7- Others: 

 

27.  What are the personal obstacles facing 
your work as the wife of a detained or 
missing person (multiple answers)? 

1- Lack of confidence in my ability to 
work. 
2- The inability to reconcile my family 
and work responsibilities. 
3- I have poor job skills. 
4- My qualifications and experience are 
limited. 
5- There is a physical disability that 
prevents me from working outside the 
home. 
6- Because of my husband's absence as a 
result of detention or forcibly 
disappearance. 
7- No obstacles. 
8- Others: 

 

28.  In your opinion, how can these 
obstacles be overcome (what are the 
solutions?) Make some appropriate 
suggestions. 

  

29.  What are the fields available for the 
work of the wife of a detainee or a 
missing person in the labour market? 

  

30.  How can you develop your skills for 
work and what are the tools? (Make 
some appropriate suggestions). 

  



Open-ended question:
What are the social/family/personal obstacles that hinder the wives 
of detainees and missing persons to work and join training courses in 
specific professions, that were not included in the questionnaire?
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